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English translation A N p | e bal f& = & ¥ 7’;: = C n E \ T_
® Their activity has become “Discovery and Sending out” over and over. @ To introduce Kumamoto, they have learned not only conversational English but also D @) < ':ﬁ /f ;E 'ﬂfl H U % [ E& < jﬁ: % 7£ { &5
about the new sightseeing sites and attractions for tourists. @ Our mission is to introduce the history, culture and great nature of Kumamoto to the world. 21: Ei“i :£ * ¥F KN H z= ES < E | @D ¥E]§ D = i% A "\
@ Before the earthquake occurred in Kumamoto in 2016, many tourists visited Kumamoto. @ Tourists from Europe often stayed longer and wanted to visit *ﬁ ﬁg IA 5 A s L —ﬁ? —g' N % L fﬁ < 4 c & 7—‘\
Mt.Aso, Gokanosyo and other distant places. (3 After the earthquake, many guiding requests were canceled but the new type of guides were requested that were ﬂf, 7‘1’: ﬁé} < ° - 75{\ ° D 0 ?BZ ) 1 I
supporting the study or research tours to the disaster areas. @ Another important activity of ours is training younger generations to be volunteer guides to L ,P 'ﬂﬁo i\: H & B\ H RE RE F [ F £ T B 2 -

promote tourism in Kumamoto for the future. We also hope that they will be active globally in their future. @ We have held the seminars and taught elementary
and junior high school students, as well as high school students not only the history and culture of Kumamoto but local historical sites and its treasures.  @®In
Suizenji Joju-En the elementary school students guided it in English. We set up the concierge desk there and station every weekend. @ To high school students,
they taught more practical conversational English. We have started developing human resources for the future, aiming for the 20 years ahead. @ It will take
20 years to restore Kumamoto Castle. @ Kyoko decided that her guiding group should educate and train the younger generations to be the future guides since
the restoration will take 20 years. @D The younger generation is the one who introduce and extend the attractions or charm of Kumamoto to the world in the
future. We have focused on the seminar for the students of elementary and junior high school as well as high school students. Now, we have tackled a new
program. @ Our guiding program that is not just introducing famous sightseeing places, such as Kumamoto Castle and Suizenji Joju-En, but the history and
culture in the local communities where the children live, have been received well by not only participated children but the people in the local communities including
the shop owners. @ Then, in 2019, the new historical treasures that we have discovered are -+

English translation

(MWhy not talk more about WONDERFUL KUMAMOTO ! @ “NPO Discovery KUMAMOTO" Chief Director Kyoko Noda (3 Why don't we you boast the history
and culture of Kumamoto and its society? @ “| want to be proud of Kumamoto to the world | ™ ® Kyoko Noda said that she realized how much she loved
Kumamoto when came back from Washington D.C., the USA. ® To introduce Kumamoto, she started learning about the history of Kumamoto Castle. @
Learning the history and culture, Kyoko & her mates began to guide for tourists in English. In 2007, they organized the English-speaking guiding group.Then in
2012, they established it as “NPO Discovery KUMAMOTO.” Now, their guiding activity has become more serious and has been introducing not only the major
historical sites in Kumamoto but the historical treasures in the local community to the world.
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English translation

@ Kids guided the sites where they selected themselves in English. @ They chose sightseeing spots by their own thoughts. @ They interviewed shops and
stores in the Kokai shopping area, Fujisaki Hachimangu Shrine and the sites of Taishoji Temple by themselves. @) The kids and their parents wrote the English
textbook together for guiding and practiced it also together. @ Let's act! @ They held the seminar for the Sekidai and Kurokami school districts. The students
of those schools selected the Kokai shopping area, Fujisaki Hachimangu Shrine and the sites of Taishoji Temple for guiding in English. The 7 classes had been
held in the seminar and created the English textbook, then practiced guiding very hard. They learned not only the history of Fujisaki Hachimangu Shrine but the
manners of praying procedure, such as washing hands prior to pray and how to pray in front of the god. Also, in the Kokai area, they guided not just the shops
and stores but talked about foods and its formula. They did the very practical guiding with the culture of daily life in their own community. 80 The distinguish
feature in this program is that all process was done by students themselves, selecting the guiding spots, etc---.They took the initiative!! We were realized that there
were many hidden historical treasures in our communities that the students discovered with their fresh eyes, views, not just ordinary sightseeing spots. @) This is
the guiding textbook, written in a very simple English. It could be used by adults also.The philosophy of our guiding is that a guide should be a story teller and an
entertainer. 8 We as adults, were inspired by the success of seminar for students, then we, the members of NPO Discovery Kumamoto tried to discover the
treasures in the Kamitori Arcade, then started to guide the shops and stores there. @3 Bookstores, restaurants and etc--,about 10 stores. We also made the
guiding textbook in English. Now, we are ready to welcome tourists!! We found out the new information of Kamitori Arcade through the interviews and research.It
was indeed “Discovery Kumamoto!!” @4 It was a series of discovery for us also. The resources of tourism in Kumamoto are not only Kumamoto Castle or Suizenji
Joju-En. Look around us with curious mind.There are many hidden historical treasures in Kumamoto that can be proud to the world. We will try to look for those
new sightseeing spots. We will continue to hold seminars for younger generations with the hope that they can expand the history and culture of Kumamoto to the
world in the future. 39 We hope that the governments of Kumamoto will take the tourism more seriously. Hope they will be able to support this program
financially and extend our activities to the public. It is a very important program for the future society of Kumamoto economically and revitalize Kumamoto with
younger generations. The companies or business in Kumamoto should be proud our hometown more and show off its history and culture to the world!! Don’ t
waste our historical treasures of “Great Kumamoto!!”
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